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the neighborhood of Arctic Ocean. They cover even a
more extensive though less compact area than the
Slavs, and the different Turkish dialects are as readily
intelligible to all Turks as the differences in Slavonic
languages are to any speaker of one of them. It was,
therefore, only natural that as soon as the Ottoman
Turks became linguistically conscious of their national-
ity, they should become conscious at the same time of
their affinities with other Turkish-speaking peoples,
just as the national revival of the separate Slavonic
populations produced a common sense of Pan-Slavism
among them.

Pan-Turanianism, then in the sense of a Pan-Turk-
ish movement originating among the Ottoman Turks, is
part and parcel of Ottoman Turkish nationalism, and
can only be understood in relation to it.

During the century ending in the year 1912-13, the
centre of gravity of Turkey had actually shifted from
Europe to Anatolia. After 1913 there was a corre-
sponding change in the national consciousness. The
Turkish nation abandoned the tradition of being a
dominant race in Europe, resolved to develop its own
latent possibilities in Anatolia, and conceived the am-
bition of making up for lost alien subjects by attract-
ing to itself the scattered branches of the Turkish race
outside the Ottoman frontiers.

The problem of Turkish nationalism in Central
Asia was infinitely remote before the Russian Revolu-
tion has made it imminent. The ibreak-up' of Russia
thus opens greater opportunities for Ottoman irre-
dentism in Central Asia than in any other Turkish-
speaking area. In Central Asia Pan-Turanianism and
Pan-Islamism do not conflict with each other. The
whole population is Turkish; the whole population is
Sunni; and the present possessor is not. an ancient
Moslem State, but a recent Christian conqueror. If
Russia vanishes as a power from Persia and Central
Asia, German-Ottoman diplomacy will certainly make
serious efforts to erect a Turkish-Islamic alliance of
Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan.

The Pan-Turanian policy reckons on the loss (at
any rate temporarily) of some or all of Turkey's Arab